Plasmid-identified Staphylococcus saprophyticus isolated from the rectum of patients with urinary tract infections.
Among 15 strains of Staphylococcus saprophyticus of various origin, 13 presented different plasmid patterns, making plasmid identification a useful epidemiological marker. In a consecutive study of 14 young female patients with urinary tract infection caused by S. saprophyticus, 6 patients were simultaneously positive for the same bacterium in the stools. Three paired samples contained the identical plasmid-identified clone of S. saprophyticus indicating that the rectum may be a reservoir of this urinary pathogen.